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How Do NCLB and IDEA Work Together?  
Two Critical Laws for Students with Disabilities  
Greetings, 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
are designed to work together to ensure students with disabilities are provided a 
quality public education.  
 
We wanted to share some of our favorite links to internet resources where you can 
learn more about how these important laws interact. Check out this doc:  

NCLB and IDEA: What Parents of Students with Disabilities Need to Know and Do  

This document answers questions like:  

• What are testing accommodations and alternate assessments?  
• Can an IEP team exempt a student from taking an NCLB assessments like the 

DSTP?  
• Can Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for students with disabilities be 

determined by the attainment of their IEP goals rather than state assessments 
like the DSTP?  

• If a 8th grade student is reading on a 5th grade level, it it appropriate to give 
that student the 5th grade reading test?  

 

 
 
Links to related sites and documents:  

• Working together: FAQs on IDEA and NCLB  
     From the US Department of Education  
 
• Assessing Students with Learning Disabilities under No Child Left Behind  
     From Schwab Learning 
 
• Parent Advocacy Briefs on NCLB  
     From the National Center for Learning Disabilities 
 
• NCLB resource page  
     From the National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities  
 
• Aligning IEP Goals to State Standards 
     From the Teaching Exceptional Children Journal 
 
• Guidelines for Inclusion – details on accommodations for the DSTP 
     From the Delaware Department of Education  
 
• IDEA and NCLB home pages  
     From the US Department of Education 

email: president@bsnpta.org  
web: http://www.bsnpta.org  

 
BSNPTA - Advocating for our Students and our 
Teachers who help them.  

 
 

 
 

 

http://cehd.umn.edu/nceo/OnlinePubs/Parents.pdf
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/speced/toolkit/faqs.doc
http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml
http://www.schwablearning.org/articles.aspx?r=786&f=allart
http://www.schwablearning.org/
http://www.ncld.org/content/view/290/322/
http://www.ncld.org/
http://nichcy.org/resources/nclb.asp
http://nichcy.org/
http://www.bsnpta.org/geeklog/public_html/filemgmt/filemgmt_data/files/TEC_IEP_Goals_and_State_Standards.pdf
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Publications2/TEACHINGExceptionalChildren/default.htm
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/GFI 2007-2008 GFI-04302007.pdf
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=lqcuuybab.0.0.zedqvwbab.0&ts=S0205&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.state.de.us
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=lqcuuybab.0.0.zedqvwbab.0&ts=S0205&p=http%3A%2F%2Fidea.ed.gov%2F
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=lqcuuybab.0.0.zedqvwbab.0&ts=S0205&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fnclb%2Flanding.jhtml
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=lqcuuybab.0.0.zedqvwbab.0&ts=S0205&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed.gov%2F
mailto:president@bsnpta.org
http://www.bsnpta.org/

